Chapter XVIII
THE CHANCES OF THE DURATION OF THE UNION
THE maintenance of the existing institutions of the
several States depends in some measure upon the
maintenance of the Union itself. It is therefore
important in the first instance to inquire inio the
probable fate of the Union. . . .
Among the various reasons which tend to render
the existing Union useful to the Americans, two
principal causes are peculiarly evident to the observer.
Although the Americans are, as it were, alone upon
their continent, their commerce makes them the
neighbours of all the nations with which they trade.
Notwithstanding their apparent isolation, the Ameri-
cans require a certain degree of strength, which they
cannot retain otherwise than by remaining united to
each other. If the States were to split, they would not
only diminish the strength which they are now able
to display toward foreign nations, but they would
soon create foreign powers upon their own terri-
tory. A system of inland custom-houses would then
be established ; the valleys would be divided by
imaginary boundary lines ; the courses of the rivers
would be confined by territorial distinctions ; and a
multitude of hindrances would prevent the Americans
from exploring the whole of that vast continent which
Providence has allotted to them for a dominion. At
present they have no invasion to fear, and conse-
quently no standing armies to maintain, no taxes to
levy. If the Union were dissolved, all these burden-
some measures might ere long be required. The
Americans are then very powerfully interested in the
maintenance of their Union. On the other hand, it
is almost impossible to discover any sort of material
interest which might at present tempt a portion of the
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